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Good luck to our Training Band who are performing at Pittwater HS on Sunday afternoon. This 
will be the first public performance for the youngest members of our band program. Special 
thanks to Band directors, Anthony MacDermott and Kinsey Alexander, who have prepared the 
Training Band so well. 
 
School Community Charter 
Please see the School Community Charter in this newsletter and displayed around the school. 
This document has been prepared by the NSW Department of Education and outlines the 
responsibilities of all parents, carers, educators and school staff. Sadly, there has been a number 
of recent examples of inappropriate behaviour towards teachers, staff, children and other parents 
at our school and at other local schools.  
Please be sure to carefully read the document and strive to always be the correct role model for 
our children. We must work together to ensure our learning environment is collaborative, 
supportive and cohesive. 
 
Semester One School Reports 
This year, student reports will be emailed to parents rather than hard copies sent home. If you 
have changed your email address please ensure the updated address has been provided to the 
school office as soon as possible. We expect that reports will be issued in the last week of this 
term. 
 
Attendance at School 
We have had a growing number of students who are arriving late, leaving early or consistently 
absent from school. This is concerning as the more time students spend away from school the 
more risk there is of them falling behind. Please see chart on the following page which may put 
student absences into perspective for parents. 
  
David Scotter 
Principal 
 
 
FROM THE OFFICE 
 
Stewart House School Clothing Appeal 
Bags for the clothing appeal were distributed to students last week.  Please place bags in the 
front office, last day for collection is tomorrow, Friday 14 June. 
 
Book Club 
Scholastic Book Club brochures were handed out today.  We request orders to be processed 
online if possible.  If you are not able to order online, we must receive your order by Wednesday 
19 June. 
 
Winter 2018 School Holiday Program 
School Holiday Activities Programs run by Northern Beaches Council will open from next Monday 
17 June at 7am.  Brochures will be available from the office next week.  Please see the flyer later 
in the newsletter. 
 
Thank you 
Jodie Sly 
School Administration Manager 
 
 
 

2019 DATES 
 

TERM 2 
 
Fri 14 June   PSSA Rd 6 (final 
round for Term 2) 
Chess (Away) 
 
Sun 16 June Training Band at 
Pittwater HS 2-3pm 
 
Mon 17 June P&C Meeting 7pm 
 
Tues 18 June Snr Choir rehearsal 
@ Chatswood 
Boys Basketball Knockout 
 
Wed 19 June Maths Olympiad No. 2 
 
Thurs 20 June  
K-2 Maths Incursion – Professor 
Maths 
Yrs 3&4 Excursion – The Rocks 
Boys Football Knockout 
PCS NAIDOC Art Exhibition @ 
Warriewood Square 5pm 
 
Fri 21 June Syd Nth Cross Country 
Chess (Home) – NO PSSA 
 
Sun 23 June Band at Pittwater HS 
9-10am 
 
Mon 24 June Dance @ Glen St- 
Dress Rehearsal (AM) & 7.30pm  
 
Wed 26 June School Tour 9.45am 
Dance @ Glen St 5pm  
Fight on the Beaches mufti day 
 
Fri 28 June NO PSSA – BYE 
Wheelchair Rugby Syd Olympic 
Park - Year 6 Leaders 
Chess (Away) 
 
Mon 1 Jul–Wed 3 Jul Yr 5 Camp 
 
Wed 3 Jul–Fri 5 Jul Yr 6 Camp 
 
Thurs 4 Jul Yr K-2 Super Hoot morn 
tea 10.45 
Yr 3 & 4 Drama performances: 
3S and 3B – 12.15 
3/4Y, 4J and 4R – 2.30 
  
Fri 5 Jul  Yrs 3-5 Super Hoot 
morning tea 11.00 
NO PSSA or Chess  
Last day of Term 2  
 
TERM 3  
Mon 23 July Staff Development Day 
Tues 24 July Students begin 
Fri 26 July PSSA & Chess 
Wed 31 July Yr 4 OC Test 
Thurs 1 Aug Yr 5 & 6 Incursion 
Fri 2 Aug PSSA & Chess 
Mon 5 Aug PCS Music Festival 
rehearsal & PM show @ Pitt HS 
Tues 6 Aug Yr 3-6 Athletics 
Carnival @ Narrabeen  
Wed 7 Aug Snr Choir rehearsal & 
PM performance @ Opera House 
Thurs 15 Aug Colour Run 
Friday 30 Aug Father’s Day 
breakfast 
Mon 2 Sept Pittwater Athletics 
Carnival 
Fri 27 Sept Last day of Term 3  
 
TERM 4  

       
 
  

Term 2 Wk 7 

   

  
 

Thurs 13 June 2019   
 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We would like to acknowledge the caretakers of the land and the connection they have to it. 

We will always take care of and respect our land. We will make sure our school always 
respects Aboriginal people and Elders. 

Leo P – Year 2 
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ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL 
 
1 or 2 days doesn’t seem much 
but… if your child misses…  
 

That equals…  Which is…  And over 13 years of 
schooling that’s…  

1 day per fortnight  20 days per year  4 weeks per year  Nearly 1 ½ years  
1 day per week  40 days per year  8 weeks per year  Over 2 ½ years  
2 days per week  80 days per year  16 weeks per year  Over 5 years  
3 days per week  120 days per year  24 weeks per year  Nearly 8 years  
How about 10 minutes late a day? 
Surely that wouldn’t affect my child? 
He/she is only missing just…  
 

That equals…  Which is…  And over 13 years of 
schooling that’s…  

10 minutes per day  50 minutes per week  Nearly 1 ½ weeks per year  Nearly ½ year  
20 minutes per day  1 hour 40 minutes per week  Over 2 ½ weeks per year  Nearly 1 year  
30 minutes per day  Half a day per week  4 weeks per year  Nearly 1 ½ years  
1 hour per day  1 day per week  8 weeks per year  Over 2 ½ years  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mrs Wright’s Wrap Up 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 “VOICE. TREATY. TRUTH” ART EXHIBITION 

 
The Peninsula CommUNITY of Schools ‘Voice. Treaty. Truth.’ NAIDOC Art Exhibition will open on Thursday 20 June 2019 and will 
remain at Warriewood Square for ten days.  
This exhibition will showcase work from Kindergarten to Year 12 from all fifteen PCS Schools. There will be incredible artworks by 
WHPS students involved in the exhibition (a selection is included below). We have QR codes attached to the artworks which 
include further information about the pieces and the reasons behind them. This interactive component creates further 
connectedness across the whole community. 
A massive thank you must go to Miss Smithies, Mrs Radom and all students in Years 3 and 4 for the amazing canvas artwork they 
have created, Miss Wilson and 2W for their incredible natural artworks which have been photographed, Mrs Miller and 5M students 
for their brilliant native rose pieces and Mr James, Malie, Zoe and Year 6 for their thought provoking ‘Through the progressive lens’ 
artwork. Thank you also to Miss Smithies and Miss Wilson for joining me at committee meetings and assisting in the organisation of 
this event for our students. 
On the following page you will find an invitation to the official opening of the art exhibition. We had many students, teachers and 
their families attend this event last year and all thoroughly enjoyed the experience. You cannot help but be moved by the artworks 
and the ideas and thoughts behind them. The talent of public school students in our area is quite extraordinary! Do yourself a favour 
and join us for this remarkable event! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WONDERFUL STUDENT VISITS 
 
Mr Scotter and I are lucky to be visited by many students showing us the 
wonderful work they are doing in their Wheeler Way classrooms. Last week I 
was very excited to not only see fantastic neat and tidy writing but to get to 
read personal reflection pieces by Bobby, Neo, Ruby and Ava of 3B. I learnt 
something about each of them that I didn’t already know and it was terrific to 
see them taking pride in their work and discussing things they are grateful for. 
Well done kids! Keep up the awesome work! 
 
 
GOT IT! PROGRAM 
 

Getting on Track in Time (Got It!) is an exciting school-based early intervention program supporting children in 
their social and emotional development. It is a joint initiative between NSW Health and NSW Department of 
Education. The Got It! program will be implemented at Wheeler Heights Public School in Terms 3 & 4, 2019.  
Today, all parents who have children in Kindergarten to Year 2 have been sent information regarding the program 
and have been asked to complete a screening questionnaire to help identify children who may be suitable for 
the program, and to help evaluate the effectiveness of the Got It! program at our school.  
The GOT IT! Team will be providing further information at our next P&C meeting to be held on Monday 17 June.  

 
Mrs Priscilla Wright  
Assistant Principal 
Instructional Leader 
 



 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Attention Kindy parents…Helpers needed 
 
We are pleased to have organised an exciting visit from The Professor Maths Road Show to our school on  
Thursday 20 June from 9.15-10.15am 
We would love as many parent volunteers as possible to help with the session and to get a taste of some of the  
fun maths activities we do at school. 
 
Professor Maths will bring a large range of maths activities for students to rotate their way through in small groups.  
All the activities are exciting, stimulating and “Hands On” and are designed to improve students’ attitudes towards Mathematics. 
 
Please let your class parent know if you are available to help. We look forward to a fun morning! 
 
Julia Smith 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 
 
It’s time for our four finalists to represent our school at the local finals of the Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking Competition. 
Due to the Year 5 and 6 excursion to Canberra in Week 10, our Stage 3 finalists, Imogen L and Alana C, are competing on 
Monday 17 June at Manly Vale Public School.  
 
Everett M and Laura H, our Stage 2 finalists, will compete at Collaroy Plateau Public School on Wednesday 3 July. Mr Scotter and 
I are looking forward to visiting the students at their finals and enjoying the experience of watching talented public speakers 
delivering speeches on such meaningful topics. 
 
All four finalists have been working hard at home to make sure they cope well with the daunting task of the impromptu component 
of the competition. Miss Smithies has worked with the students at school during lunch times and provided guidance on public 
speaking planning and delivery techniques. 
 
We are very proud of all four of these students and wish them well in their respective finals. 
 
Mrs Priscilla Wright 
Public Speaking Coordinator 
 
 
 

WHEELER HEIGHTS DANCE PROGRAM 
 

The Sydney North Dance Festival dates at Glen Street are coming up in Week 9!  On Monday 24 
June both groups will attend a dress rehearsal during school time and will perform in the 7.30pm 
evening performance, please arrive by 7pm. On Wednesday 26 June they will perform in the 
5.00pm evening show, please arrive by 4.30pm. Please return both permission notes as soon 
as possible. 
 

If you are away for any period of time please advise us now as stage positioning is extremely important. It is also very important as 
performances are approaching that children attend all classes.  For absences please email the school or the dance committee - 
whps.dance@gmail.com. If you are interested in being on the dance committee for the 2019/2020 season, please forward your 
details to the school dance email. 
 
Regards, 
 
Miss Higgs and Mrs Alexander 
Dance teachers 
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SRC NEWS 
 
Fight on the Beaches Mufti Day 
Each year, Wheeler Heights School joins other peninsula schools to help fund cancer research.  
 
To show our support on Wednesday 26 June, Week 9, our school will hold a Christmas themed mufti day. Students are asked to 
wear red or green clothing or dress in Christmas style outfits and bring a gold coin to donate.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support of this very worthy cause. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Water Saving Challenge 
Have you remembered this week to turn off the tap? 
According to reports, one running tap can waste over six litres per minute. So if you brush your teeth for two 
minutes twice a day you can waste over 24 litres of water a day. So the challenge is simply: 
 

Let’s remind each other to turn off the tap while we brush our teeth. It’s a small change that will save water. 
 
 
Miss Earl    
SRC Coordinator 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS 
 
Next month is Plastic Free July.  
 
Join the challenge and ‘Choose To Refuse’ single-use plastic during July. Imagine a world without plastic waste – that is what we want!  
 
Last week, the Eco Warriors took a stand to help this vision and took the pledge. They all vowed to refuse these plastics for Plastic 
Free July and signed their commitment: 
  
Savannah 3S – to not buy single use plastic bottles 
Claire 1/2E – to say no to all plastic bags 
Sydney 4J – to never use any single use plastic again 
Annie 4R and Holly 4J – to give up plastic straws 
Maya 5M – to use reusable straws 
Zardi 2W – to give up plastic straws 
Nathan 3S – to use bamboo straws  
Lucas 3S – to give up all single use plastic 
Gemma 2W – to give up all single use plastic 
Leo 3S, Lachlan 3B and Zandar 3B – to give up soy sauce fish 
Harley 3S – to do return and earn on all bottles/cans 
Mrs Alexander – to use bamboo toothbrushes  
 

We are asking all of you to join us and give up single-use plastic this July! Keep an eye out 
for more exciting news of Plastic Free July soon! 
In other news, I would like to thank all of our Green Team parents who have been helping with 
our green initiatives around the school. This small group of dedicated parents have helped with 
our waste management, chickens, gardens and composting over the last year. Their help is 
crucial to the running of our sustainability initiatives. 
 
If you are new to the school or would like to join the team this year, please contact me via email 
to wheelerhts-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au.  
You choose your level of involvement and we will work around your schedule! Roles might 
include small tasks such as providing ideas and suggestions at our meetings, assisting in the 
watering of the vegetable patch, taking the soft plastics, checking on the chickens to more 
involved tasks such as running a gardening lesson with our Eco Warriors. Everyone, including 
grandparents and community members, are welcome to join! 
We will be holding our next meeting on next Tuesday 18 June. Once numbers have been 
confirmed, you will be notified by email what time the meeting is.  

 
Mrs Alexander 
Sustainability and Eco Coordinator 
 
CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING (CCT) UPDATE  
The development of critical and creative thinking skills requires knowledge and practise. As a result students are participating in a 
whole school CCT program.  
 
Week 8: Focus Disposition - Patient and Persistent 
What is a patient and persistent disposition? 
Being patient and persistent means that you do not give up easily and also that you take time to elaborate or develop your ideas. 

 
To support their learning try to find opportunities to reinforce this trait in your 
child at home. 
Ask your child: Were they persistent this week?  
Example: What happened if maths was hard or they didn’t score a goal in 
soccer? Did they give up and say it was too hard or did they show persistence 
by trying again? 
Ask your child: Were they patient this week? 
Example: When they were completing an assignment or making something did 
they take the time to plan and elaborate on their idea to make it better?  
 
 
 
 

CCT Crunch of the Week  – Scissors, Paper… Think!  
Play a game of Rock, Paper, Scissors. Now create an alternative version by trying different 
combinations. Your new game can have objects, animals, and machines – anything you can think of! 
For the game to work, each thing has to be able to ‘beat’ one other thing. Also decide on what hand 
shapes or gestures you could use to represent your ideas. Remember, you may have to be persistent 
to find a combination that works. I look forward to hearing about your new versions.  
Happy playing! 
 
Miss Earl for the CCT Team 

By Zardi 2W 
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SPORTS NEWS 
 
AUTUMN/WINTER PSSA 

Round 6: WHPS V. MONA VALE (Final round for Term 2) 

NETBALL – Boondah 
FOOTBALL – Kitchener 
RUGBY LEAGUE – Narrabeen 3 
AFL – Narrabeen 6 
 
This week’s PSSA round is the last game that Wheeler Heights will play for the term. Week 8 is the Sydney North Cross Country, 
Week 9 we have a bye, and there are no games for any schools in Week 10. Training for all sports will conclude at the end of this 
week, unless otherwise stated from the coach. Training will begin again in Week 1 of Term 3. Please be sure to check the 
flexischools app for any announcements regarding your child’s PSSA team. 
 
Good luck to all runners competing at the Sydney North Cross Country on Friday 21 June at Gosford Racecourse. We know you 
will do Wheeler Heights proud! Please be sure to say hello to Mr James and Mr Bennett (2018 5B teacher) who will be there as 
course officials. 
 
We have two upcoming NSWPSSA state knockout games in Week 8. Good luck to the boys basketball team against Oakhill Drive 
Public School and the boys football team against Neutral Bay Public School. Please return your notes to Miss Bamford and Mr 
James as soon as possible. 
 
The Year 6 leaders are also looking forward to attending the Wheelchair Rugby National Championships on 28 June at Sydney 
Olympic Park, Sports Centre. The Championships will feature players from The Steelers (Australian Wheelchair Rugby Team), the 
current Paralympic Gold medalists. Wheelchair rugby is an intense, physical team sport for male and female athletes with quadriplegia 
(tetraplegia). The sport can be very combative as players attempt to carry the ball over the opponent's goal line. A volleyball is used 
and it can be carried, dribbled, or passed in any way except kicking. The ball must be bounced at least once every 10 seconds and 
wheelchair rugby is played in 8 minute quarters. Players are classified according to their level of functional ability and are assigned a 
point value from 0.5 to 3.5 points – the higher the points, the more functional ability the athletes have. The four players on the court 
cannot exceed a combined total of 8 points. 
 
The students selected to attend this event are comprised of the school leadership team, sports captains, CAPA captains, SRC 
members, sustainability leaders and the PSC leaders. This is a great opportunity for our students to witness true resilience, 
determination and hard work demonstrated by these amazing athletes. Please return notes to Mr James as soon as possible. 
 
WHPS singlets. If you are not in the senior or junior PSSA AFL team can you please return your singlets to Mr James by the end of 
week 8. Failure to do so may result in families being charged for replacement singlets. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mr James 
 
 
PREMIER’S SPORTING CHALLENGE 

The Premier’s Sporting Challenge started last week. Teachers and students 
are enthusiastically logging their daily activity. Please encourage your children 
to get outside and play, run, skip or jump, etc for at least 30 minutes a day.  

Today, we are very lucky to have a guest speaker attend our 3-6 assembly. 
Abbey McCulloch, the captain of the NSW Swifts, is a PSC sports 
ambassador. She will be sharing many stories about sports and the benefits of 
participating in regular physical activity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PITTWATER ZONE CROSS COUNTRY 
 
On Wednesday 5 June, 49 incredibly talented runners from WHPS participated in the Pittwater Zone Cross Country at North 
Narrabeen Reserve (Rat Park). The weather was majestic, a plethora of rain drenched the drought stricken ground, providing our 
students with the true cross country experience. The howling winds and muddy ground were no match for our runners, who glided 
around the course with grace and speed. 
 
We performed so well as a team that we placed 4th overall and also won the handicap trophy (points per primary enrolment) for a 
second year in a row. We had seven fantastic runners who finished in the top 6 for their age group and have now qualified for the 
Sydney North Cross Country carnival on Friday 21 June at Gosford Racecourse. 
 

Amber P – 6th 8/9 year girls 
Ewan K – 5th 8/9 year boys 
Charlie P – 5th 10 year boys 
Emily G – 2nd 11 year girls 
Liam K – 3rd 11 year boys 
Jett K – 6th 12/13 year boys 
Leo B – 1st 12/13 year boys 

 
A special mention to the following students for finishing in the top ten of their age race. Poppy S 7th, Chelsea R 9th, Jake B 9th, 
Matthew M 10th.  Additionally, I’d like to thank all the parents who assisted throughout the day in driving students to the ground, 
providing supervision on the track and for braving the elements to support Wheeler Heights. Without your hard work and support, 
these days aren’t possible.  
 
Usually, I take a lot of photos throughout these carnivals, however the chaotic weather and my non waterproof phone disrupted my 
usual flow. We managed to get 1 photo from a parent and I’ve included some reflections from our amazing runners throughout the 
day. 
 
Cross country was very wet, but spirits were high and we all 
had fun cheering on our team mates and getting soaked. 
Despite this it was much more fun getting home and sitting in 
front of the heater after a long, hot shower. – Josie J (6J). 
 
Running in wet puddles and stomping in the soggy muddy 
pools along the track was horrible. Despite all of this, 
everyone was cheering on for Wheeler Heights and still 
running their heart out. Good job to everyone who came. – 
Chelsea R (6J). 

 
Our shoes were full of mud, running on a track that was just 
short of a flood. We couldn’t stop the rain though it didn’t stop 
our aim. We tried to go at a swift pace though we were 
cautious not to slip on our face. We were all good sports and 
we all did our best running the course. – Imogen L (6J). 
 
Yours in long distance fun, 
Mr James 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
P&C NOTICES 

 
P&C NEWS 
 
The next P&C meeting is Monday 17 June at 7pm in the staffroom. 
 
All welcome. 
 
Natalie Cook 
P&C President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P&C  FUNDRAISING EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
 
We really appreciate everyone that takes time to volunteer their help in the canteen. Last week we had a couple of double ups and 
we apologise for the confusion. To ensure this doesn’t happen again, can all parents please always use the sign up webpage. On 
the website you can see which slots are available and even who else is volunteering.  
 
https://signup.com/go/wXnukHJ 
 
Once signed up you will be sent an email confirmation and will also be sent a reminder link a couple of days before in case you 
need to change or cancel your spot. It’s easy to use and will make it simple for parents and the canteen to manage their time.  
 
Please can you still let your class parent know when you sign up (the day and time) for your class week.  
 
Thank you!  

 
 

Please email Belinda Lind, at bellelind@live.com.au, the canteen convenor, the Friday before your class is scheduled.  
If you’re unable to volunteer the week you’ve been given please sign up at signup.com or pop into the canteen to pick a time. 
 
 
 
 

Events Class Helper Dates 

Colour Run Year 5 Thursday 15 August 

Father’s Day Breakfast Year 1 Friday 30 August 

School Disco Kindy Thursday 24 October 

Trivia Night Year 2 & 4 Saturday 9 November 

CANTEEN ROSTER 2019 

TERM 2 2019 CLASS VOLUNTEER 
WEEK 7         10/06 – 14/06 2W & 3B 
WEEK 8         17/06 – 21/06 3S & 3/4Y 
WEEK 9         24/06 – 28/06 4J & 4R 
WEEK 10       01/07 – 05/07 5M & 5S 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS RETURN 23 JULY 

https://signup.com/go/wXnukHJ
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Buy a new Membership and get a BONUS eGift Card! 

 
Right now, when you buy an Entertainment Membership you will also receive a bonus $10 Caltex StarCash eGift Card! 
The new 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are packed with thousands of valuable offers for everything you love to do, all 
while supporting fundraising for Wheeler Heights Public School Canteen. 
Purchase your 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership today! 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 

Terms and conditions: $10 Caltex StarCash eGift Card.  Limit one per membership order. Offer valid for Entertainment Book or 
Digital Memberships purchased between 12am Tuesday, 11 June and Friday, 14 June 2019, at 11.59pm AEST. eGift Card will be 
emailed to you directly within 30 days. Caltex StarCash Gift Cards expire after 36 months of the issue date. Gift Cards Terms of 
Use https://www.caltex.com.au/our-solutions/fuel-cards/starcash-terms-and-conditions 
 
*Terms and conditions for Apollo and W2C competition for 2x return flights to London with British Airways + World2Cover 
sponsored Westfield voucher for $500 ($3,500). Competition runs between 3 June 2019 – 11:59pm June 30, 2019 AEST for more 
information visit:https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/member-information/competitions-and-promotions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT US NOW! 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Wheeler Heights Public School Canteen 

Sherene  Lagasse – Ph: 0427 174 472 
whps.fundraising@gmail.com 

 

https://www.caltex.com.au/our-solutions/fuel-cards/starcash-terms-and-conditions
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/member-information/competitions-and-promotions
https://www.entbook.com.au/9484w83
mailto:whps.fundraising@gmail.com
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